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A patent is a proprietary right granted by the United States federal government to an inventor who files a patent application with the United States Patent
Office. Therefore, unlike copyright and trademark protection, patent protection will only exist upon the issuance of a patent, which requires you to file a
patent application. Furthermore, despite what you may have been told or read, keeping a detailed invention notebook, even if you mail a description of
the invention to yourself, provides no exclusive rights. It is extremely important to keep detailed invention records in case you ever need to prove the
particular date you invented, but keeping such records will not provide you any exclusive rights. You absolutely must file a patent application and have
that application mature into an issued patent in order to obtain exclusive rights to your invention.
There are essentially three types of patent applications that can be filed. These are:
— Non-provisional Patent Application
— Design Patent Application
— Plant Patent Application
Each type of patent confers to the patent owner “the right to exclude others from making, using, offering for sale, or selling” the invention in the United
States or importing the invention into the United States. It is important to note, however, that patents do not protect ideas, but rather protect inventions
and methods that exhibit patentable subject matter. In the United States virtually everything can and does qualitfy as patentable subject matter. You
can patent new and unique machines, devices, process of doing something, process of making something, living matter (such as a bio-engineered
organism), business methods, software, compounds and much more, including improvements that relate to any of the aforementioned types of
invention. Those things that cannot be patented include laws of nature, mathematical equations, physical phenomena, abstract ideas, slogans,
tradenames or literary works. Literary works can be protected under copyright laws, and slogans or tradenames can be protected under trademark
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laws.
You can also file what is called a provisional patent application. Unlike the other patent applications mentioned above, this application will not actual
mature into an issued patent, but rather acts as an economical way to start the patenting process. There are few formalities required for filing a
provisional patent application, and the Patent Office fee is less. Furthermore, it acts as a place holder in line and affords you the right to legally use the
terms “patent pending” or “patent applied for.” Independent inventors should, therefore, strongly consider starting with a provisional patent application.
For more information on the patent application process please see our Overview of the Patent Process. If you are stuck at the idea stage in your
invention I recommend reading Moving from Idea to Patent.
If you are contemplating whether you want to work with an invention submission company to help procure patent protection and obtain marketing
assistance, please first read The Truth About Invention Submission Companies.
If you feel like you need the assistance of a patent attorney please contact me to discuss how I might be able to help. I have worked with independent
inventors, entrepreneurs and small businesses my entire career and I am happy to work with those who need to devise strategies to obtain protection
on a limited budget.
For those who would like to draft and file I have developed a unique process called the Invent & Patent System, which allows inventors to do much of
their own work toward preparing and filing patent applications. You can then take the output of the system and file it as a provisional patent application, or
you could have my firm take what you provide by way of answers and create either a provisional patent application or nonprovisional patent application
and file it for you. So the system gives you the inventor the choice with respect to how much you want to do on your own. Since its inception in 2004,
this system has helped independent inventors file tens of thousands of provisional patent applications.
If you are uncomfortable filing your own patent application and would like me and my firm to assist you we can help. We typically can prepare and file a
provisional patent application for $1,500 plus filing costs, although for complex inventions the cost can rise to $2,500 plus filing costs. If you have us
prepare and file the provisional patent application, and then subsequently prepare and file a nonprovisional application for you, the cost of the provisional
patent application is deducted from our fees, which means the only extra cost is the government filing fee of $110 for a provisional patent application.
Below are estimates to provide some information about the likely cost through filing of a nonprovisional utility patent application.
Good luck!

Type of Invention

Examples

Cost

Relatively Simple

electric switch; coat hanger; paper clip; diapers;

$5,000 to $6,000

earmuffs; ice cube tray

Minimal Complexity

board game; umbrella; retractable dog leash;

$6,000 to $8,000

belt clip for cell phone;
toothbrush; flashlight

Moderately Complex

power hand tool; lawn mower; camera; cell

$8,000 to $10,000

phone; microwave oven

Intermediate Complexity

ride on lawn mower; video game; simple RFID

$10,000 to $12,000

devices; solar concentrator;
simple software

Relatively Complex

shock absorbing prosthetic device, software,

$12,000 to $15,000
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business methods; software

Highly Complex

MRI scanner; PCR; telecommunication

$15,000 +

networking systems

Software Patent Attorney
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ABOUT LAMBERT & LAMBERT

Lambert & Lambert, Inc. (L&L) is an international license agency that represents independent inventors and product developers
with innovative inventions and technologies. As one of the premier license agencies, and among only a few that work on
contingency, L&L's goal is to commercialize their client’s products by placing them with a manufacturer who is well positioned to sell
the product in large quantities. With products currently selling in stores such as Walmart®, Target®, ToysRUs®, and many more,
L&L has a proven track record of success.

Lambert & Lambert is also a proud Professional Member of the United Inventors Association, the Better Business Bureau, the
MN Inventors Congress, Licensing Executives Society and has been recognized by the National Inventor Fraud Center as
"Official Good Guys".

Learn more at:

Lambert & Lambert, Inc.

www.lambertinvent.com

7616 Currell Blvd, Suite 200
St. Paul, MN 55125 USA

Email us at:

Tel: 651-552-0080

info@lambertinvent.com

Fax: 651-552-7678

L&L has also documented its system of licensing products, called "Invent Secrets", for inventors who want to do it themselves. It
can be found online at www.inventsecrets.com. Additionally, L&L has also created a new website for inventors to display their
inventions or submit directly to companies in search of new products at www.inventspark.com.
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